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- Divine Authority 
KINGS ASSER TED. 


: 3SAM 1.14. | 
And David ſaid unto him, How waſf thou not afraid to Fretch forth thine hand to de- 
ſiroy the Lord's Anointed ? ; 


B= we enter upon the conſideration of this place of Scripture, we muſt 


come fairly to it by making our way through the Cunrexr, to which the Text 
doth relate 3 and thus it was There had been now a War berween Saw 
and the Phil:ſt;zxes ; a War that was fourced on the ] aw of God, whereby the Chil- 
dren of ral were forbidden to make any Covenant with the Inhabitants of Canaan, or 
fo ſhew ther mercy, Deut. 7; 2. This War cnd-u in the De2rh of Seul; and the over- 
thiow ot his People chough he was made King by Gut » own appointment, though 
he was Gud's ewn V ice-gercnt over God's own inheritance, and undertook a quarrel 
luant zo God's ewn Will, yet-in the Concli.fon oth He and his Forces (Good 
ade himfelf not excepted) arc romed upon Mount Gilbos by the Uncircumeiſed 
I bilijrines ; Toſhew that Succeſs in Waris not an Argument of the Righteouſneſs of 
a Cauſe, or of the Rightcouſnels of a P«rty, but of the unſearchable Wiſdom and 
Rightcouſnets of God. 

Saul being defeated was full of Horror ard Deſperation, and reſolved to haften 
out of the I/old, ſince he had fied before the PLi;ftines ; and becauſe his Armew- 
bearer could not be entreatcd (by reafon of that Awfni regard he bore to Majeſty) to 
befriend his undone Soveraign with a Mortal Elow, Sal gives himſelf his Deaths- 
wound with his own hands. 

An Amalekite happening to be there, took off his Royal Diademand Pracelet, and 
with great Specd carryed them to Ziklag ro David, who by Common Fame was 
known to have been Anointed next Heir to the Crown of [ſracl. 

* David received the news of Saw's and Jonathan s Death, with excels of Sirrow : 
But hearipg that this Amalckite had had an hand in Sawl's de{trudtion, his Heart was 
ſtruck chtough with Amazement and Indignaticn. "I bough Saul had been his Blood- 
thirity Enemy, yet his Soul was on a Flame, at the fad T idings of his being Murdered, 
and though this young man was not one ct Saul Subtjc&s, but a Stranger ; yec for 
the Sake of God, whole Imprets the Untortura:c King bore, for the Honor of Ma- 
ety, and out of iclpctt to Sauls Divire Uritun aid Charstter, he was reſolved to 


revenge 


hs 


(3 | 
revenge the Kings death, with every drop of this Amalckites Blood ; and thiswas the 
Preamble to his juſt Sentence, How waſt thou net afraid to ftretch forth thine Hand to de- 
ftroy the Lord's Anointed ? 

In which words we are to conſider, by way of Explication : 

x. Firſt, the matter of Fac, which this Amelckice own'd himſelf to have been 

ilty of. 
wt” 7 Dovide deep Reſentment of the Relation which this Amalekizte made of the 
matter. 

1. The matter of Fa& was, that he had ſtretched out his hand to deſtroy the King 
of Iſrael; this he acknowledged, and ſeemed to boaſt of, as a Meritorious Office, which 
he had done for David, who was to be Saxl's Suceeſior in the Throne. Now ithas 
been a great doubt both among Fews and Chriſtians, whether this was a Reelity, or 
only a Pretence. Many ofthe Hebrew DoQors affirm (which is alſo the general ſenſe 
of Chriftian Writers) that Sas! killed himſelf, and that the Amalckite was a Liar as to 
that particular. Nor doth this opinion want its Reaſons. t or in the laſt Chapter of 
the Firſt Book of Samwel (wheiethe manner of Sax/s Death isrelated) no mention is 
madeof the Amakkite, but the Text faith, that Saw! rock a Sword and fell »wpen it, V. 4. 
On the ocher ſide, Foſephns, and ſome more tells us, that Saul had not 
the Only hand in the calc, but that the Amelekile was the Principal ator. Antiquir. Jus 
Nor doth this opinion want its Reaſons neither, For the Amalekires aac. lib. 6. 
we'e as much Enemies to 1/rael, as the Phsli/tznes were ; and this Amule- 
kite was on Mou: t Gilbog when Saw! tell ; ard he did not only polt away to David 
a>a Mcilenger of the Fact, but periilted in the ſtory as an Agent that had been con- 
cerned in it ; perſi/tcd to the end too, without owning his Folly, or excufing his Lye 
(which pro/:a,.y he would have done) when he ſaw, chat a Sentence or Death a- 
gainſt himiclf was the Owly welcom and reward, that he was to receive. 

Now for the Sot:cion ot this doubt, there ſeem to be ſome grounds for a Third 0- 


rrp yet, which will make the whole ſtory to Agree, viz. that Saul and this Amar 


| kite did (voth of them) jointly Cencurr in the carrying of this fad Tragedy on. For 
that Saul fell upon his Sword, and fo gave himſelt his Deaths-wound, is clear. That 
his Armour-bearer might look upon him as Dead (though indeed he was not) may 
be Probable. That being incumbered with his Arms and Coat of Mail, he did nor 
diſpatch himſelf Fully, is nor increvible : And then 'tis likely enough, both that Sax/ 
did beg a Bloody Kindneſs of the 4m-a/chire, for fear of falling alive into the hands of 
the Philiftines, and that this Amalekite did readily gratify him, in hopes of a Richer 
booty, than the price of the Crowt and the Bracelet came to. 

But it is not much material, whether this Amalekie was Really Guilty, or had a 
mind only to Father the ation. We will now (as David did) take his own Word for 
ir, and S»ppoſe him to have ſpoken Truth. For none can be better believed, then he 
that confe1terh againſt Himſe;ff. Every man will be ſure ro make the beft of his cwn 
ſtory ; and though an Evidence may Swear away «her mens Lives, he will be tender 
of his own, and beware of being his own Accuftr, though he depoſeth to a Lze. We 
will not therefore contraſt the Credit of his own 'Letftimony, but acquicſce in what 
he ſaid. and look upon him as a Criniinal ; and procced tu, 


2, The 


ts», 


| ” (4 p 


2. The ſecor:d-thing (which is moſt pertinent to our buſineſs) Davids deep Re- 
ſetment. of this Amalckites relation ;- ir was a Dread? |tory, a molt "Horrible and Fear- 
fu bing iv the account ofthis good man; How, wajhrbew uct afraid th ſbreteh forth thine 
band to deſtriy the Lord s Anomted ! , 2 5-3 WAGE ' BAL! 

He had it not been a.Sin of a "moſt: H1w4d nature and 'a clamorens- woice; be who 
was {6 Fear the Throne, would at Jeaft havo forgiven the man, that did { readily 
help him tothe actual poſſeſſion of it, efpecially being an Heir that had waited with {0 
much: Suftering, and been provoked by Saul with fo many- indignities. But King - 
Killing is a Crime that is Odious and Abominable in the eyes even of thoſe, that:tar 

| well-by che R-fFcide.. To which purpofe the Learned Crot## has right-. 

Tacit. Hift, ly obſerved out of one of the * Reman Hiſtories, that when the / Empes 
bib, 1, ror Galba: was Murdered, Vitellizs, though ( Humanly ſpeaking) he had 
rcaton enough to- be gladof the Fact, having «thereby got the power in- 

to his hards, yet out of a.due fenſe he had of che Herridneſs of the villany he cons 
manded thoſe Traitors,.. who þad fervcd his ts, to be ſlain all of them, when they 
had the canhdence to Addreistar a Reward. - ; t r 


An inſtancl ngt much unlike- King David's dealing.with this Amalekite, wh tie 


brought Seu!'s Blood: upon. his ezxhead ; becauſe he_had {trerched forth his hand to. 
deſtroy the Lord's Anointed. | | | 4 
Thoſe wards, the Lord's 4miimted; denote the great; nay the Scle.thing, which we 
ſind heze, and in other places:to have made ſuch a' deep and continual impreflion up- 
_ en Pavids Spirit ;» So that when he had cut-off the skirt of: SeuPs robe, his Heart 
"Smagte him :; When he was, tempted to Kill him in the Cave, he abborrd the very 
thoughts of it 3 when Abihzi would have Ceftroyed him: at one blow as he wasaſleep, 


David with beld him with a (trong hand: When 4#ner was 1o carclels of his Maſters . 


lafery, as to let him fall imo' David's power, David » cprehended. im : And atlait, when 
this Amalckite had fmote him (hins, who had fo long bunted atrer David's Soul) He 
eſently [mute the Amelekite; all this was grounded upon this Great and Weighty con- 
| Prearxdy that Saul was the Lord's Anointed. | 
A King is faid to be the Lord's Anointed in a Two-fold reſpe&t. = | 
1, In reſpe& of that cutward, Ceremnial Union, whereby for Sate-ſak# he is by 


the. Prieſt ſeparated trom the People, 'or. rather Declared, Notified, and Achaowledged 


to be a Sacred perſon. Now this is not the great thing conſiderable, becauſe ir is 
but a R:te and Ferm thatisnot abſolutely neceſſary : For many Princes at this day are 
not thus Anointed at all ; I knouw not whe:her this Un&tion was ever uſed to Pagan 
Kings, who yet-were Gods Miniſters, and had Gods Authority, as well as others 
it was a long time before it.came to be uſed even in the Chriſtian World ; anciextly 
and. crig/ itwaz a ite peculiar to the Fews alone ; and among them it. was not u- 
ied ney neither; bur, when the: $u:ce/ſicn was triken. or a Cijpure aroſe. about a 
Succeliors Title 5 commonty we of a Fainiiy. was Anvnted tor all his Pcjterity and Wſues 
and even.thoy rhe man wasnot made King hecaulc he was Hnomied, bu bs was a- 
«inted becauls hic was King. Though there be'neicher Horn, ror Craſe.ctQyl:in the 
Ge, zo ber eons dy nfndaeyertiiiclantytiatipen amHiyhery, ind. moe Neble 
Iihora Iabdious oo {2 499 ntto RUE yp 
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2. In reſpeCt of that inward and-eſſential UnCtion, which he receives at the ve. 


ry firſt minute ot his Kingſhip, and by which he is Sandtified and ſet apart and 


above all others in that very Article of time, and which from that day forward 
is inſeparable from his Perſon. Now this UnCtion conſiſteth in that Supreme Power 
which is given untohim, in that Sacred Authority which is veſted in him, in that 
inviolable Majeſty which is inſ-parable from bim, in that Divine | Image and Impreſs 
whereby he bears a differen; and ſnmgular CharaCter, and becomes Hallowed. And 
becauſe he receives all this at the hands of God alone, becauſe he oweth all this,nei- 
to Prieſt nor People, but to God alone ; becanſe this Power, Autherity, Majeſty, 
Image, and CharaFer is given him by the Lord only, therefore, he is called, The 
Lord's Anointed, that is, a Perſon made ſo Sacred by God by the Communication 
of his oz» Authority, that now he cannot. be treated with rudeneſs or violence, 
without Diſhonoring God's own Majeſty, and ſtriking at the Face of God himſelf. 
To this purpoſe we are to obſerve, what God faid of King Cyrus, an Heathen, 


an Infidel, a Fereigner, no n:ore related unto him than a PhilifFine, or an 4Amale- 


kite Prince, yctall this notwithſtanding he calls him his Ancinted, If. 45. Thus ſaith 
the Lord to bis Anointed, to Cyrus, whoſe right hand I have holden (or itrengthencd 
with Power ) v. 1. I have even called thee by thy name ; I have [urnamed thee, 
though thou haſt not known me, V. 4. : 


This was Prophetically ſpoken, for at this time Cyrus was nat ſo much as Born: 


And when he came to be King of, Perſia, he was no more Anointed there, than 
Nero was at Rome ; and yet, as'the Prepher calls the former Ged's Ancinted, fo the 


+ Apoſtlecalls the latter the Miniſter of Ged, the Ordained of God, and both Taiah and 
St. Paul ſpake fo upon thele grounds, becauſe all Lawful Princes are endued with | 


God's Power and Authority, whereof the Material and Ceremonial Unction among 
the Tews, was a Signification and Argument only. : 

' Now do but compare all this, with what is recorded of Saul, whom David ſpeaks 
of in my Text, and ſtyles him, The Lord's Anointed. Not very long after he 
came to the Crown, out of Timorouſheſs and-Infidelity, he-ottered np Sacrifice 
himſelf in Samuels abſence, 1- Sam. 13. and therein he was an Uſurpey of the 
Prueſtly Office. Afterwards, he ſpared the King of Amalek, c. 15. and the beſt 
of the ſpoil, contrary to what he was required to do, andtherein he was a Rebel 
againſt Gods Commands. After this, he ſoughe the Life .of David, c.18. ( the 
beſt SubjeCt that ever any Prince had) and would have ſtreck him to the wall 
with a Javelin, and all this for David's good Service, therein he was a Tyrant. 


Aﬀer this, he un;uſtly Kills at once 8y. of the Lord's Prieits, c. 22. beſides the. 


Men aiid Wcnien, Children, and Sucklings that were in Neb, and therein he was 


a' Murderer. After this, he forſaketh the Lord for the Derzil, ard conſulteth a _ 


IWitch at Endir, c. 28. and therein he was an 4poFtare. And after all this, laſt 
of !l, as if' he could not periſh by any imD1:.rer hands than his own, he ruſherh 
on the point of his Sword, c. 31. endeavours and actempts his own final Deſtru- 

Ction, ard there he was a /clf- Homicide, 
Notwithſtanding ail theſe Sins, he was the Lord's Ancinted till ; and David ewn'd, 
treated, reveer'd, and in the end vindicated hum, as the Lerd's Anointed. He _ 
| guſhe 
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gniſhe between the Sinner, and the Prince ; He lookt upon his Perſonal Crimes with 
one eye, and npon his Holy Un#ion With another. And if the Scripture may be 
allowed to bear us out in any concluſion, we have warrant enough to infer hence, 
that the worſt of Kings ( ſuppoſing bim to be a Lawful King) hath a Divine 
and Inde/ible CharaRer, for the ſake whereof, he ought to be accounted and Ho- 
nouredas the Lord's Anointed, and conſequently as a Sacred and Dread Soveraign, 

Nor will it avail as to conſider, bow or by what means he came to his Sove- 
raignty, whether by I»beritance, or otherwiſe. A Lawful Prince is the Lord's A- 
nointed ever, beholding to God alone for his Power and Authority. Succeſſion, or 
Elefion may be the Inſtrument to convey the Title, but the Deed # Gods, and the 
Soveraign Power is a Donative and Eſtate which the King holdeth in Fee of God, 
and of God alone, whether it be by Nature, that the Man is brought forth ; or 
whether ir be by the Sword, that he cuts his way; or whether it be by the Con- 
ſent of Men, that he is pitcht upon, till theſe are but the means, the ways, and 
the methods of a Nation, whereby a Prince is brought to the Throne : *Tis God 
that gives him bis Commiſſion to Reign i it 3 the Right of Governing, the Au- 
thority he hath over his People, the Power of Life and Death, the Crown and Scep- 
ter, the Regalities and Prerogatives of a King ( however he may diminiſh or give 
fome of them away ) they are owing only to the Courteſie of Heawves. 

In this caſe 'ris neceſſary for us to diſtinguiſh berween the Power it ſelf, and the - 
Choice, or Applicaticn of the Perſon to that Power. *Now, the Power is God's, by 
whom Kings Reign : But under God there may be divers Subordinate, Inſtrumental, 
and Aliniiteriel hands to give a man a Right to that Power. Anciently and firſt 
of all, Monarchical Soveraignty went by Lineal Deſcent, and Proximity of Blood ; 
and this was the Regal and beſt way. Butin after Ages the Wickedneſs of a few 
Nations altered this courſe, and Monarchies came to be El/eFive. And though a 
Prince be ch:ſen by the Sutfrages of the People, yet this is but a Lxal;fication of 
him to «ſe that Power, and to exerciſe that Authority which is given by the King 
of Kings. Nay, though they Anoint and Crown him, yet in all this they are the 
only Maſters of the Ceremonies, to declare their Obligations to Obey, and to Aſi/# in 
the Princes Inveſtitures ; ſtill the Authority whereby he aCterh,the Subſtantial and E/- 
fential Union, is from above. They may put on his Robes, and gird bim with the 
Sword, and place him in his Imperial Chair, and cover his Hezd with a Royal Dja- 
dem ; but when he is in his Throne, 'tis by a Superior Authority that he /r;kes 
with his Sword, and by a Divine Commiſſion that hz Commanderh, Govern«h,, 
and Miniſtreth Juſtice unto the People which he is ſet over : And-ſo Valentinian 
to! his Soldiers when they had choſen him Emperor, and asked him ſomething 
which he did not like ; It was in your Power to chuſe me to rule over you ( faith he ) 
but ſince you have choſen me, what you deſire dependerh not upon your pleaſure, but 
mine. Your buſine(s is as my Subjetts, to obey me ; and my buſineſs is, as your Prince, 
to order what you are to do. Thongh Yalentinian was taken from among the Soldzery, 
yet his Power W3s not derived fromthe Camp, but it was from Ged, as King Saul's 
was, when he was fetclt from among the Stuff, 1 Sam. Io. 

Things are beſt underſtood when they are Illuttrared by familiar — 

ake 
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Take then 1. an Jnftancein an Eccleſiaſtical matter : Fades the Traitor heing dead, 
the Eleventhink of Subſtituting ſome other in-his Room, and-by lot they Elefted 
Matthias, Afts 1. But Matthias was not their Delegate, nor did he ACt by their 
Commiſſion, or in thezr Name, or by their Power; but his Authority was from 
Chriſt, as the reſt of the ApoFtles was: They indeed pitcht upon the Man, but 
bis Apoſtleſhip, his Miniſterial CharaFer, his power to. Preach, to Adminiſter Sa. 
craments, to Bind and Looſe, this Power was from Heaven. 2. Take a ſecond 
Inſtance in an Oeconomical matter : Say a Servant chuſerh his Mafer, or a Wife 

her Husband, each of theſe pitch upon the Man, but neicher of them gives him 
his Authcrity, but both conſent to ſubmit unto it; his power of Governing his 
whole Houſe-hold is from Nature. 3. Take a third Inſtance yet in a Pelitical mat- 
ter: Say aPariſh do chuſe their Conſtable, or a City their Mayer, or a County 
their Sheriff ; theſe indeed: determine upon. the Perc, but they give them not 
their Power, nor do they act in the Names of their Ele#crs ; bur- their Authority 

to keep the Peace, to Diitrain Goods, to Sieze and Execute Malefattors, is from 

the King, and the Kings Officers they are. Why, much like hereunto is that 

other Initance when a People chuſe their King (though it would'be better for-the 

World, if no People did fo, Hereditary Government being the beſt : ) Aﬀer a 

great deal of Clamour , Diſorder, Animoſity, Strife, Confuſion, DiſtraCtion, 
and perhaps Bloodſhed, at laſt Neceſſity brings them to agree uporrthe Man : Bur 

the Kings Authority cores not from the dirty bands of a Rout, nor doth 

he actin the name of a Soveraign multitde, but his Power is from God: By bu 
Command Rings are ccnſtituted, by whoſe pleaſure Men are. born ; God - appoints them, 

and fits them acccrding io the conditicn of the Times, faith Irengus, - Iren. lib. 5. adv. 
Here/. cap. 24. And lo Tertullian affirms, that the. Emperor is thence, whence the man 
was before be was Emperor : Tertul.. Apol. c. 30. He receivenh bis Power from the 
ſame hand which gaze him his Spirit. And elſewhere faith he, We. ( Chriftians ) 

worſhip the Emperor-ſo as 'tis lawful for us, and expedient fer himſelf, as a Man nex: 

wnto God ;, as one that hath received all that he hath from God ; aud as one that is in- 

fericr to God alone. Tertul. adv. Scapul. 

Now, if the caſe be thus, where a Monarchy is Ele4;ve ( as the Roman Em- 
pire was, whatever is ſuggeſted ta the contrary ) the Plea is much the frowger for 
the Divine Authority of a P#ince, where the Crown deſcendeth by Inheritance (as, 
God be bleſſed it doth with ws, and for the good of the Kingdom, may it deſcend 
ſtill in that Natural and Peaceful courts to the Worlds end ) Inthis caſe, the Con- 
ſent of the People is neither Eſſential nor 4cce.rp; as they are not capable of con. 
ferring the Anthority, ſo they are przcluded che liberty 'of diſputing about the 
Perſon ( where theres anapparent or undoubted Fir) for God and Nature have 
alread determin'd the.Controverſie. Men may Recognize his Right, (and in point 
of Conſcience are bound to do fo) as the Men of 1/raet did Recognize Sau!'s Right, 
after he bad been Anointed-; but where a Kingdom is Hereditary, ones Right taketh 
place upon the voidance of anothers Poſſeſſion which is the ground of that Maxim 


in our Law (which is the ſharpeit Dagger in the Republicans Yeart) 7har che 
King camnet dye. 
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1 have been the longer ,upon clearing the account of the Divine Authority .of 
Kings, becauſe it was the only conſideration which David had io his thoughts, when | 
he was moved to proceed fo ſeverely againſt this Amalekite, for ottering violence'« 
unto Saul. Fuare non Timuuiti? How came it about_that thou waſt not afraid, 
that thy Hearcdid not fink, that thy. Soul could ſuffer thee to ſtretch forth thine 
hand to deſtroy the Lord's Anointed ? / 

And hence we-may fairly proceed to Two Concluſions. Et 

I. That itis a Fearful thing, evento Refi# the Lords Anointed. A Fearful thing 
indeed ( according to St. Paul's Divinity ) if it be a Fearful thing to.be Damned. 
For Oppefiricn tendeth to Deſtru##i9n; and thereis nos more difference between Re- 
fting and Killing, then thereis between the means and the end, or between putting 
a Sword toa Princes Threat, and direct Cutting it. If he be a Murderer ( by In- 
zerpretation) Who hateth his Brc:h'r, he muſt be a Regicide (in the intent, ) bo 
dr aweth out his Artillery againſt his Prince, and Rebbels are beholding to our Charity alone, 
1 this as well as other cales, if we do not ſay, that never any ſubjetts drew the ſword a* 
gutn#t their King, but with a Reſolution ( if there was no other Remedy ) \to ſheath it 
77 his Blocd. 

[ do not. intend { for the Time will not give me leave ) to handle the caſe of a 
2 Defenſive War againſt a Righrfal Soveraign, ( a caſe, that never was maintain- 
but by Republican Athetifts.) When our Saviour commanded us, Net to re/ift 
evil, Maith.5. 29. we mult ſuppoſe him to teach us 'to ſuffer Indignities with pa- 
vience, as well from the hands of a Superior, as from the hands of an Equal, 
And when St. Paul affirms, that whoſoever refiſteth the Power, refeteth the Ordinance 
of God, Rom.13.2, we maſt conclude,that.a War againſt Lawful Authority s a War 
againſt Heaven. And when Sr. Perer requiring vs to Honour the . King, preſently 
Sabjoined, Servants be ſubjeft ro your Maſters with all fear, not only to the Good ayd 
Gentle, but al's to the Freward, 1 Pet..2, 18. we muſt look upon him to have 
taught ns the neceſſity of JPaMive Db:dience i: che State, as well as at 
Home; for otherwiſe it wou'd follow -( what is wnreaſcnable to conceive ) that 
Py;nces have notlo much benefic by the Grſþel, for the ſecuring of their, Authority, 
as every Ordinary and Private Nan hath. 

And in ſaying this much, God is my Witneſs that I aim at no other end, bit 
to vindicate the Dgtriie of the Croſs, which divers lately have endeavoured 
to Cxpole to Cinrtempt and Deriſion. Bur (to return to David's praftice in refer. 
@nce to Saul ) becauſe David's having of an Army, has been pleaded by Revels 
'1o HHHTE ReGTance, for the removing of. this Objeftion, many things are to 
> conhiderd. 1. Thiat David's caſe was particular ; for he was already Anointed 
un: the Kingdom, and was Heres Viventis, not only Lawſfal Heir, but as fare 
&t the Crown as if Saul had been dead; 2. That the littde Army which David 
11d, was not of his own Raiſing, but they reſorted unto him of their own accord ; 
partly for Ref+ge-/ake ( for they were Indigent and Diſcented Perfors ) partly rc. 
thew David tier beſt reſpects ; parrly out of pity and compaſſion to a, wronged 
Prince . and th= Hearts of Men are generally pitfu! and compaſſionate tn /::c<þ 
« caſs) -and partiy to exdear themſelves to-David, and to make their I 

| * him 


(9) ee a 
him whenhe ſhould come tothe Crown. 3. That when the Men were come, Da- 
vid uſed them rather as a Friendly Reriwwe, than as aformidable Army, to'fecure 
his own Life from the hands of Pick-rbenks, who otherwiſe might be ready te ſhed 
his Blood ts carry favour with Sel, and withont Saul's Order and Commiſſion. 
4- That when David imployed his Retinue to AGlirary purpoſes and after a Af5- 
litary manner, it was againſt thoſe People who were Enemies to Il, and who 
. by the Command of God were to be deftrozed , and even then too David-afted 
under King Achiſb, as his chief Commiſſioner and General. 5. That from the 
beginning to the end of the whole matter, though David had ſo many Swords ac 
his command, yet he never once Reſiſted his ews Dread Soveraign, but only 
fled from him,and fled with more ſecurity than he could have done otherwiſe. Nay, 
tho Devid had to the faireſt opportunities,of making Saul his Priſoner, and of ta- 
king away bis Life, one in the Cave at j, I Sam. 24; and another on the 
Hill of Hachilab, 1 Sem.26. yet till he forbore all mannerof wiolence, at both times 
uſing this Heroick and Loyal Expreffion, The Lord forbid that I ſhould do this thing 
unto my Mafter the Lords Anointed, to ftretch forth mine hand ogainſt him, ſeeing 
bs the Anointed of the Loyd. 

Whence | proceed to the nextConeluſion, that the DeſtruQtion of the Lord's A- 
nointed, rhe ſtretching forth the hand to Invadehis Life or Dominions, is of all o- 
cher Afzof ones the moſt karfol a——_—_ Crime; The Lord bid thet I 
ſbould do this thing, faith Devid: the Kingly Prophet Davii privily cut 
off the skirt of Saw''s Robe (though it was only with a deſign to ler him ſee that 
he had been- in his Power ) his Heart ſmote him, as if he had made a breach upon 

God's Law, 'and'hd been guiley of avery unworthy and Diſloyal At ( for the 
| upon e Kings Head ( lik ONIONS Head of Aronthat deſcend: 

upon hisskirts ) makes even his Veſtments Sacred.) But with what o_ 

en 


and Cenvulſions would his Soul haye been Tortured, had the King of 1/5, 
mocked - Ayer Funitoof Few:, as Butcher'dthe King of in the 
name of the Lord vied for Wickedneſs with all the Devils in ? | 


_—_— — 
to Kill himſelf is a very horrid 


Soyeraigns 
becauſe it is bis laft AR, whereby ( in Hu- 
C mane 


(12) © 
T have been rhe longer ,upon clearing the account of the Divine Authority of 
Kings, becauſe it was the only conſideration which David had in his thoughts, when 
he was moved to proceed to ſeverely againſt this Amalekite, for ottering violence « 
unto Saul. Fuare nom Timuifti? How came it about. that thou waſt not afraid, 
that thy Hearcdid not ſink, that thy Soul could ſuffer thee to ſtretch forth thine 


- 


kand to deſtroy the Lord's Ancinteid ? 

And hence we-may fairly proceed to Two Concluſions. 

I. That itis a Zearful thing, evento Refi#t the Lords Anointed. A Fearful thing 
indeed ( according to St. Pay!'s Divinity ) if it be a Fearful thing to.be Damned. 
For Oprefiricy tendeth to Deſtru#ii9n; and thereis no more difference between Re- 
King and Killing, then thereis berween the means and the end, or between putting 4 
a Sword toa Princes Thrcat, and direCt Cutting it. If he be a Mutderer ( by In- | 
rerpretation)) Who hateth his Bro:h:r, he muſt be a Regicide (in the intent, ) 3ybo 
d; aweth out his Artillery againſt his Prince, and Rebbels are beholding to our Charity alone, 
1 this as well as other cales, if we do not ſay, thai never any ſubjetts drew the ſword a* 
gutn;t their King, but with a Reſolution ( if there was no other Remedy) \to ſheath it 
7 bis Blocd. 

I do not intend { for the Time will rot give me leave ) to handle the caſe of a 
s Defenſive War againſt a Righrfal Soveraign, ( a caſe, that never was maintain- 
but by Repiiblican Athertits.) When our Saviour commanded us, Net to reſift 
evii, Maitth.5. 29. we mutt ſuppoſe him to teach us 'to ſufter Indignities with pa- 
rience, as well irom the hands of a Superior, as from the hands of an Equal. 
And when Sc. Paul affirms, that whoſoever refiſteth the Power, refteth the Ordinance 
of Ged, Rom.13.2, we maſt conclude,that.a War againſt Lawful Authority s a War 
againſt Heaven. And when St. Peter requiring us to Honour the Krng, preſently 
Sabjoined, Servants be [ubjett ro your Maſters with all fear, not only to the Good aud 
Gentle, hut al's to the Freward, 1 Pct. 2. 18. we muſt look upon him to have 
raught us the neccſiity of JPaaMBve Db:DIencCe i: the State, as well as at 
Home; for otherwiſe it wou'd follow ( what is wnrea/cnable to conceive ) that 
P+;nces have not fo much berietic by the Grſþel, for the ſecuring of their Authority, 
as every Ordinary and Private Nan hath. 

And in taving thus much, God is my Witneſs that I aim at no other end, but 
to vindicate the OBtri:ie of the Croſs, which divers lately have endeavoured 
to cxpoſe to Cintcompt and Deriſicn. But (to return to David's praftice in refer. 
ence to Saul ) beciulſe Dawid's having of an Army, has been pleaded by Be2!cls 
1 HIETTEE IR GHRAICE, for the removing of. this Objetion, many things are to 
» confderd. 1. That Dad's caſe was particular ; for he was already Anointed 
119 tne Kingdom, and was Heres Viventis, not oniy Lawſal Heir, but as ſore 
&t the Crown as if Sal had been dead. 2. That the little Army which David 
119, was not of his own Raiſiaz, but they reſorted unto him «| their own accoid ; 
partly for R-fge-/ake ( for they were Indigent and Diſconted Perſcrs ) partly rc 
Ilew David ir belt reſpects ;. partly out of pi!y and cempaſſion to a wronged 
Prince _ and the Hearts of Men are generally pitifa! ard compaiitonate 2n /< 
© caſe) ard partiy to exdear themſelves to-David, «nd to mak* tir et 2e* by 

| bi 


him when he ſhould come tothe EA, 9. hat when the Men were come, Da- 
vid uſed them rather as a Friendly Retriwwe, chan as aformidable Army, to ſecure 
his own Life from the hands of Pick-rhanks, who otherwiſe might be ready te ſhed 
his Blood to curry favour with Saul, and withont Saul's Order and Commiſlion. 
4- That when David imployed his Retinue to Military purpoſes and after a Adi- 
litary manner, it was againſt thoſe People who were Enemies to I/ael, and who 
. by the Command of God were to be deftrozed , and even then too David ated 
under King Achih, as his chief Commiſſioner and General. 5. That from the 
beginning to the end of the whole matter, though David had ſo many Swords ac 
his command, yet he never once Refiſted his owns Dread Soveraign, but only 
fled from him,and fled with more ſecurity than he could have done otherwiſe. Nay, 
tho David had to the faireft opportunities,of making Saul his Priſoner, and of ta- 
king away bis Lite, one in the Cave at Enged:, x Sam. 24. and another on the 
Hill of Hachilab, 1 Sam.26 yet till he forboye all mannerof wiolence, at both times 
uſing this Heroick and Loyal Expreſſion, The Lord forbid that I ſhould ds this thi 
unto my Mafter the Lords Anointed, to ſtretch forth mine hand againſt him, ſeeing 

#s the Anointed of the Loyd. 

Whence | proceed to the next Concluſion, that the Deſtruftion of the Lord's A- 
nointed, rhe itretching forth the hand to Invade his L ife or Dominions, is of all o- 
cher As of ay the moſt fearful and horrid Crime ; 7he Lord forbid the: 1 
ſhould do this thing, faith David: When the Kingly Prophet David had privily cut 
off the skirt of Seu/s Robe (though ire bg? to let him {cs thac 
he had been in his Power ) his Heart ſmote him, as if he had made a breach upon 
God's Law, and'had been guilty of a very unworthy and Diſloyal A& ( for the 

| upon a Kings Head (1i aa mc oe wr Head of Azronthat deſcend- 

upon hisskirts ) makes even his Veſtments Sacred.) But with what Agonies 
and ions would his Sonl haye been Tortured, had the King of I1{-eel been 
mocked by ſucha Funfoof Fews, as Butcher'd the King of England, and in the 
name of the Loyd vied for Wickedneſs with all the Devils in ? 

The ſtory of $4u/'s Death is a very fad relation, all the parts and appurtenances 
thereof, together with SauPs own Guilt, and the fin of his Armour-bearer, and 
this Amalekite being rightly conſidered. But yet there are ſome paſſages in the 
ſtory, which it may not be amiſs for us to obſerve :- 

x. Concerning the Armour-bearer. Sen! commanded him to draw his Sword, 
and to thruſt him through therewith, being defirons rather to dye by the hands of 
bis own Servant, than to be abuſed by the Uncircumciſed Phz iftines. But not- 
withſtanding the Kings own Command, the Armour-bearer refuſed to hearken in 
that particular ; be was ſore afraid, ſaith the Text, x Som. 31. 4. Read on now 
to the next v. and you will find, that this Armont-bearer Gare not to Kill bims- 
ſelf, though he was fore «fraid to Kill his Soveraign, By which inſtance it is clear, 
not only that he valued tis Prince's 4 ne aboys bang wa wrap he 
thought it much a more pardonable ſin to be a ſelf: Marderer to be a Reg:- 
cide, chough tempered to be Þ by ts Soreraigns Command Donbilefs, for a Man 
to Kill himſelf is a very horrid fin;Sbecanſe it is bis laſt AR, whereby ( in Hu- 

C mane 
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mane. probability) be harrieck himſelf off che Earth into Hell, Yet this Armour- 
bearer choſe rather ro-Dye with the Guilt'of his own Blood upon his hands, than 
to Live Guilty of the Blood of the Lord's Anointed; and before he would be ſach 
a Traitor, ran a adventure of being Damned for ever, by being Felo de ſe. 

2. And then as for the Amalekite, that did etfeftually help on the Deftruftion 
of Sau}, though he did ir not of Malice, bur upon Sau{*sintreaty ; though he did 
it when Sax] was now half breathleſs, and when he was ſur2 otherwife to be Kit 
led by the Phlifines, though he did it to rid him of his preſent Fear and Pains, 
and itruck him more like a Friend, than an Enemy, doing no other than what 
Saul himſelf had already done in part'; yet this Regicide's Conſcience ſeems to 
have been troubled preſently at an exceſſive rate : His breaſt was filed with Re- 
morſe, and Anguiſh, and Bitterneſs of Spirit, ſo that he could nor but pat on a 
mournful and penitential Habit ; for heran to David with his Clo:hes rewt; and with 
Earth upen bis Head, Confeſſing by his Actions, that he had commutted an abomi- 
nable Crime, when his Lying Tongue pretended that he had done a meritorious 


Come thy ways now, my Honeſt Amelekite ( Honeſt in Compariſon) who-thg 

thou waſt not afraid to ſtretch forth thine hand to- deſtroy the King of I/reel, ye 
for ought we know, did(t never. ſutter chine Heart ro ſwell againit rhine own So- 
veraign ; 'didit never trample Faith and True Allegiance to thy Natural Prince; 
under thy Feer; didſt never break Covenants,nor violate Oaths, nor 'any ways 
further or abert the Blood-ſhedding of the King of Amelk 3 nor didſt ever har- 
den thy Heart to chat deſperate ſtate of Impenwence, Deadneſs.or Reprobarinn, 
aato Juſtifie and Vindicace the moit horrid ACt of Treaſon, with hands frerched cut 
5 lified up before the moſt High God; as do thoſe Sons of Belisl, the Rebels of 
ths; day. | 

And yet behold, a Greater Prince than either the King of Amaltk or Saul, was 
kere : Greater for his Lineage and Extra#:on ; Greater for his Wiſdom, Faith, 
and Conftancy to the Truth ; Greater for all Vertues Divine, Moral,Political: Great- 
er every ways, and. only too Great by. being too Good, for a moſt Unthankful 

and Improvidene Nation. 

To draw now towards a concluſion, The deſign of this Diſcourſe is not © much 
to expoſe the Trayrtors, as to Repreſent the Sinfulneſs of the Treaton, to ttiernd 
we aid our Poſterity may ſee what reaſon all of us have to be truly Hunibl-d 
under the Senſe of it. For Rebellion is a Crying fin, that filleth Heaven with i:s 

| Noiſe and Clamour : Andone reaſon of it is, becauſe it is not only an Injury 
againſt the Man, but moreover a Contumely, otfered to the. Majeity of Ged, 
whoſe Image rhe Men bears ; and therefore #hilo. the ſew calls it isg:ovaia, rut 
tparuawwr # 144151; Philo de Spec. Leg. Sacriledge, and the Greateſt of all ſorts of $a- 
eridedge: Nay, itis of ſacha taining natur?, thar it polluteth a whole Land; as 
God himſelf ſaid, Blood it defileth the Land, Num. 35..33. And an Inſtance hereof 
we have upon Savl's killing the G:beonites : He flew them indeed in his Zeal to the 
Children of reel and Fudab : but rho *twas his Fact andCruelty, yet a Three 
years Famine came upon the Land for it, 2 Sem. 21. 1. 
And 


| 'S | 
And if all Innocent Blood —_—_ J Rebellion faineth a Nation fo, 
how much more the ſhedding of Bloud Royal, the Bloud of Kings, who in re- 
ſpect ot their High Offce and Supreme Autboriry Repreſent God above all others, 
and bear his Image and Impreſs after a Pecul:ar and Eminent manner. 

I muſt confeſs, that I cannot but ſtill own my Fegts, that our Land is not 
yet throughly cleanſed from the Bloud of that /nnocent,Vert nous, Religious March- 
leſs Prince, who was barbarouſly murder'd among ns. For though we may 
believe, that the merciful God will not require that Sacred Bloud of us, fo asto 
make us ſmoak under that Wrath which is the vengeance of another life, (Us 
eſpecially, who cannot read, nor ſo much as 7hizk of that Difmal Tragedy 
without the deepeſt Sorrow Hatred, and. Abominaticn ) yet we have too great 
Reaſon to {uſpe that the Sint is not forgotten in Heaven, that there js no ſuch 
Ad of Oblivien There, but that as we have Smarted for that Sin already, 10 we 
my Smart {till under thoſe Plagues and Judgments which are the Diſcipline of 
this life. We are to diſtinguiſh berween a Si and its Puniſhment. The Sin may 
be forgiven, and upon true Repentance is certainly forgiven, ſo that it ſhall not 
Rite up in Judgment again't the Sinner at the /aF day: Bur fetdom does the ©ry 
of a Vocal Sin ceaſe, before God letteth loſe forne Temporal Judgments upon it ; 
eicher four the warning and Adm:nition of other Me!) or tor the Corre1on. and Re- 
formaticn of the Sinn21s themſelves or for the exerciling of their Pati-nce, or for 
the like H'ly and Gracious puryoles. The thing is Clear from that Inftancecon- 
cerning David, whum God vilited with the Leath of his Child, and with ſharp 
and poynant Evils, tor the W ickedne(s ated upon Bathſheba and her Husband, 
though the Sin ir ſelf was forgiven him. The Lord bath put away thy. Sin , thou 
ſtale nut de, 1a'd Nathan; H wheit, becauſe by this Deed thou haſt given great Oc- 
caſion to the Enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme, the Child that is born unto thee ſhall 
ſurely die, 2 vain. : 2, 

Nor is it a juit G: ound for our Confidence and Security to conſider, that that 
Sin was acted by a Few in comparitonJ and that ſeveral Years ago too. 

For, the Sin of Oze Man*(and much rather ot an Army) may be ſo Odious 
and Abominable in God's Account, that by Occafien thereof he may viſit the In- 
iquities of a whole Nation, let us go to Achan tor an Inſtance: Upon the De- 
ſtruction of Fericho, Achan found a Babylon ſh Garment, a wedz of Gold, and two 
Hundred Sheckles of Silver ; and becauje he tuck of rb: Accurſed thing, the Anger of 
the Lord was kindlzd againſt the whoic Bo. y of the Chi:d:en oi Iſrael, 1o chat 
at the very next Bactle, they were all routed by their Enemies, oſt 7. 

2. Agsin, God is not wont to puniſh a Nation to the Full, as ſoon as the Sin 
is committed. but ufually leaves a great part of the Burden, many Talents of Judg- 
ment to fall down in efter-5:mes, to put Men till in mind of that Guilt, which 
otherwiſe they would bury in Oblrvion. Let us go for an Inſtance 
hereof to the Jews in the days of Moſes. At Shittim they joyn themſelyes to 
Baal-Pecr, and a Pioges enſuerh thereu But, though for Phinehas his zeal, 
the Plague was ſoon itayed, and the VVrath of God was turned away from 


rael for that time, yer afterwards. ia the-days of 7:faw, when. che py 
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(12) 
heen Poificd of tae Holy Land, Phineas himſelf remembred the Iniquiry of Peor, and rold tlic 
Punp'c that rhey were not cleanſed from that Iniquity unto that day, Joſh. 22. 17. 

Now (to draw down this Confideratien to our ſelves _) if God be wont by way of Diſcipline to 
chaſtiſe Evil Men, even after they have taken away the Guilt of their Wickednefs ; if by occation of 
One crying Sin, commirred by a Few, or perhaps by One only, he dorh fomecimes bring Calamirics 
upon 2 whole Na:ion 3 and if this be often done ſome conſiderable rime, ſome years after the Sin was 
acted: Then «rv y, we of all People living haye moſt reaſon to call ro mind the Calamities we have 
groaned under, and to Interpret Providenee the Right way, and not only co miſtruſt that God. hath 
viſired us, hicherto, but moreover to fear that he will viſit us ſtill ( eſpecially, if we _ 
from the bottom of our Hearts ) for that ſud and clamorous Rebellion —_— I 
on of rhe Lords Anginted (and a Man NES own Heart tvo _) rhough he was deſtroyed 
and murder'd, nor by our own Hands, bur by the Hands of Amalekyter, a::d rhat ſo long fince, 

Now, what if we ſhould-conceive, that when this City was curned 1:to 2 Flaming pile, the ri 
ons God came to purge ir from the Bloud of his Ansinted? When the Few of old were in any fharp 
afflitions, the buſineſs of the Golden Calf uſually came freſh into the.r minds, and on every 
rurn they miſtruſtcd , that God afflited them from the 1:uquity 0! their Fathers in mas 
king a Golden Calf. The ſtory of ir you have ar in Exod. 32. the Pcople would have ſome 
Repreſentation to go before them inflead of Moſes their proper C:pt-in aid Leader 3 ny yrevaled 
with Aaron to conſent and concuy with them, and they commribuced th;-ir Riches, their Gold and their 
Earerings to carry on the Work of the day; and ar laft oar carne 2 Calf, a lircle Sirilitude of the 


_ Great {/dolzwhich was Worſhipped in the Houſe of Bondage,whence they had tow been delivered, 


ſo rhar, ch they had eſcaped ont of Egypt, yer they eſpouſed rhe Egyptian Religion. : 
And why: we not Os now, that when Gol vitited us with his Judgments, he did not 
remember p ticude to him and'his Anointed? Or. why ſhould we nor fear that he will 


remember us again- and that wich more Sore and more Dreadful Judgments, if People perfiſt in 
their Ingratitude ſtill? For this is a Sin of no ordinary rate, bur one of che Firſt Magnitude; the 
King's Authoriry being a Donative of Heaven, and a Ray of God's Majefty, and his Power ro Go 
vern and Puniſh, being given by God's own Warrantry, the Sin of Rebellion muſt neceſſarily be of 
a Damning Nature, and of a Clamorous Tongue, however ſome (whoſe Conſciences are Armour 
= againſt all Argumemis from Scripture and Anriquiry) have begun again ro ſpeak of the Laws 

Ine; of Reſiſtance, as if their hands were already lazd upon the Hilts of their Swords. 

Take heed therefore (you _—_y of this Great City) that ye join nor in the Confederacies of 
Korahb, leaſt ye utterly Periſh in his gain ſaying Is the Iniquity of Peor, and the Sin of the Golden Calf 
to lirtle for us? Arenor the Judgments, which we have groaned under, heavy enough yer, bur do we 
follicire God to add more Talens ro the weight ſtil! ? Aſſure your ſelves, rhat if People Repeat their 
Rebellious Sins, God will nor fail ro Repcat and Double his Blows ; and he hath more Judgments 
in Treaſure beſides the Plague and the Fire ; and the Poſterity char cometh after us will (as we our 
ſclves have done )Jſee the * ollies, and (marr greatly for the Impieries of their Fathers; for-a3 Ezra 
ſaid upon the Rerurn out of Captivity, After all that is come upon 144 for our Evi' deeds, and for our 
Great treſpaſs, ſecing that God bath puniſhed 4 leſs then our iniquities deſerve, and hath given us a Deli- 
werance ( a miraculous deliverance cur of our Thra!dom we again break bis Commandments, 
and join with the People in theſe Rebellions, would nat God be Angry with us till be had Canſumed us, ſo 
zbat there" (hudld be ns Remnant, ner Eſcaping ? | 

For the preventing of the worft of Evils ic is our great Concermment, and ought to be our grear 
Care, and 'rwill be found to be our beſt Intereſt, when all is done, to lay afide all Unnatural Anj- 
moſicies and Hearr-burni:igs, which Evil Men have fo long made uſe of, In order to 6iſtra& this 
Kingdom; and ro be filled with the true and primirive Spirir of Chriſtianity 3 to be Meck, and 
Gentle, and of Humble Minds; to - & n—_ ro that Wiſdom, which is Pure and Pecceab!e ; 
to Study to be Quict 3 to endeavour by all poſſible means to keep the Unitz of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace; to be Traftable and Honeſt in Heart; to be ſubje& ro the Higher Powers, and rhat wot for 


fear of the L:ws only, bur readily and ; and for Conſcience-ſake, 10 Fear G9, 19 /lonour 
the King, and t» Lvve the Brother-hood ; to be in & Charity and Unity among our (elves, as be« 
cometh Brethren 3 and fo, in all manner of we ro commit our ſelyes to God; to whom be 


Gly, Dominion and Praiſe. Amen. . | M- 
This Diſcourie oughe to have been infiſted on by the Door, rather than that ſedirious Sermon. 30 
that hepreach't at Exon, FINIS, ith allowance. © ve” 


